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G

rape Growers of Ontario
president Debbie Zimmerman says Ontario has more

to gain by embracing greenbelt legislation, rather than looking for ways to circumvent it.
"Supporting the greenbelt for us means
giving us an economic leg up. It doesn't
mean dismantling the greenbelt. It
means supporting it to help growers and
farmers within the greenbelt be economically sustainable," she said.
Instead, the provincial government's
Restoring Ontario's Competitiveness
Act Bill 66 initially included a schedule
that opponents say could have been used
to skirt environmental protections such
as the Greenbelt Act - until it was removed from the legislation last week in
response to a public outcry.
"What we're hoping is that the government takes what it has, which is the
greenbelt and the opportunity to maintain that land base, but treat it as it
should be treated as an economic engine
for the province," she said.

Copyright 2019. Metroland Media Group Ltd. Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further
reproduction or distribution is prohibited without permission. All Rights Reserved.
The present document and its usage are protected under international
copyright laws and conventions.
Certificate issued on January 28, 2019 to CIS100535_E1 for
personal and temporary display.
news·20190128·TSC·20190128-49226219

"They need to recognize that it's an economic engine that can be even more successful."
For instance, she said, more people visit
Niagara wineries and vineyards every
year than Napa Valley, Calif.

Jeff Burch Grape Growers of Ontario
president Debbie Zimmerman is urging the
provincial government to use greenbelt
legislation to grow Ontario's wine industry.
Debbie Zimmerman Bob Tymczyszyn The
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"We need to take advantage of that, to
use that economic tourism and all the
aspects that go with it," Zimmerman
added. "Dismantling the greenbelt
would do us no good at all."
Niagara Centre MPP Jeff Burch credited
opposition from municipalities across
Ontario for compelling the Tory's to remove the reference to environmental
protections from the legislation.
However, he chastised Niagara Region
councillors for failing to take a stronger
stand on the issue.
Niagara councillors approved a motion
supporting Bill 66 at their Jan. 17 meeting, while also calling on the province
to consult with municipalities and recognize the need to keep environmental
protections in place.
"Niagara Region needs to reflect on
what happened last week. They came up
with what I would consider a very timid
motion. It really didn't say anything at
all. It was probably the most timid motion I'm aware of in the province of Ontario," Burch said.
"I hope they take a look at this and take a

This document is destined for the exclusive use of the individual designated by Greenbelt-Fund and cannot be used for
any other purpose or distributed to third parties. • All rights reserved • Service provided by CEDROM-SNi Inc.

1

look at what other regions did when they
stood up to the government. The lesson
here is that if there is bad legislation, if
there's enough opposition we can stop
it."
Grape Growers of Ontario and Ontario
Federation of Agriculture added their
voices to the opposition to the legislation, and sent letters to provincial ministries outlining the potential impact it
could have on agriculture industries.
In her letter to Minister of Municipal
Affairs and Housing Steve Clark, Zimmerman wrote that reducing red tape to
help businesses create jobs should not
"come at the expense of the Greenbelt
Act, which is an essential piece of legislation for farmers across all commodity
groups within the greenbelt."
She said the grape and wine industry has
thrived under the Greenbelt Act, created an economic impact of $4.4 billion,
$258 million in provincial taxes and
more than 18,000 jobs.
In an interview, Zimmerman said the
government's recent efforts to modernize retail sales of products such as wine
- potentially allowing the sale of alcoholic beverages in convenience stores may also present an opportunity to develop policies that will help grow sales
of Ontario-grown wine.
"The way to do that is to support the
greenbelt with an economic strategy,"
she said.
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